he Mopar hobby is loaded with cars

that have gone from rags to riches.

Cars that were far more dead than
alive, then lovingly restored to standards
Chrysler never dreamed of. The Six Pack
Super Bee featured here could be the
poster child for showing what can be
achieved with obsessive dedication to set-
tte for nothing short of perfection,

Back in 1992, Calvin Smith of
[.aGrange. OH, went to the Charlotte Auto
Fair looking for a Six Pack Super Bee.
Having collected Mopars for years, a Six
Pack Bee with the right combination of
options had eluded bhim. Calvin was
shocked when he found the object of his
. desire sitting atop a trailer in the swap
meet area. Of course. things were not
quite as rosy as they are now.

The Super Bee had recently been
pulled out of a junkyard in central
Alabama! A Six Pack four speed Super
Bee had remained in a salvage yard large-
Iy unmolested as late as the early 1990s!
There sat the Hemi Orange 1969-1/2 Bee
stifl wearing its original faded paint and
cracked decals across its rump.
Amazingly. the original hood was still in

place. the factory 440 was still up front,
the four speed was intact, and the body
was solid as a rock; only a erumpled right
front fender marred the original sheet
metal. That's the good news. The bad
news was much more obyvious.

The Super Bee had been used for
quite some time as 4 doghouse! A rather
large dog had obviously spent a lot of
time inside the Dodge and the seats were
practically nonexistent. What little else

femained of the interior was also torn to
shreds or chewed beyond recognition.

To make matters worse, the Bee
had apparently spent some fime near a
fickle body of water. Waterlines inside
and out indicated that the Dodge had
been partially submerged in at least a few
floods.  Presumably, flood damage is
what led to the Dodge being transformed
into a doghouse and eventually to its
retirement at the salvage yard. While the
car was largely complete and had mini-
mal rust, that's about all that could be
said in the Dodge’s favor.

Negotiations on a purchase price
took two weeks, by which time the Super
Bee had been taken home to Hennigar.
Al With trailer in tow. Calvin went to
fetch the well optioned prize and get
busy restoring the machine to former
glory. Once home in Ohio, the B-body
was pulled apart for the restoration. This
is when the obsessive perfection mental-
ity grabbed Calvin and took & firm orip.
Calvin’s always wanted a lift-off hood
Super Bee. Now that he had one. the car
had to be better than perfect!

Continued on page 42
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A perfect fender replaced the Once the flanks were smooth., a base Then. the Bee went into hiberna-
dented one, but the rest of the sheet metal coat/clear coat acrylic enamel paint job tion while the parts hunt shifted into high
remains original factory equipment. went on in the original Hemi Orange. gear. Calvin put feelers out and spread

oo e e - comsone — . the word from coast to coast for NOS and
correct date coded parts. If it fit a "69

Calvin spent countless hours behind the dash. Every wire, every hose; everything behind
the dash has the factory correct part number tag. A new level of fanaticism may have been
reached here!
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steel wheels, NOS rearview MIrror
name it! 1If not NOS on this one,
flawless used piece. One of the ha
pieces to find was also the
Super Bee was missing. For some
son, the original Dana 60 rear had
replaced with an E-ho
before. Painstaking parts scrounging
ted Calvin a correct 1969 B-body
Super Track Pack Dana that has the
rect date code for this car!
Throughout  the
fanaticism is not a word
here. Calvin is the first to
“L built ¢
because tf

S

restorat
used lig

anything that could have
would have made the car better ™
One look under the dash v

Super Bee, he wanted it.

The search netted him some
incredible finds. mcluding a NOS wind-
shield in California, NOS wheel opening
moldings. like new correct date coded

prove this quickly. Al
rectly coded, tageed,
bolt under there is phosphated. cadmiym
plated. or powder coated. Even the seat
frames are powder coated!

The original 440 and 833 four
speed were rebuilt back to stone stock
specs. All the smaller parts in the engine
bay are correctly date coded, as are the
hoses, belts. and wires. There’s even 2
correct radiator warning tag hanging
from the radiator neck! Literally, you
could shave using the reflection in the
Hemi Orange on those valve covers!

Calvin finished the restoration
literally the d: y before we took these
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his is what [ wanted. It’s better
now than it was new, and | can’t think of
been done that
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photos at the Chrysler Classic
Columbus, OH. Then the Super Bee
went on to destroy the competition in the
MCG 2000 show car points series.
Calvin’s Bee instantly set a very hich
marker for the competition to shoot for at
the remaining points series events.
Calvin plans on making a run for the
points championship with his mega
restored 69 Bee. Is there a better
restored Mopar out there right now? If
50. Calvin’s unreal Super Bee is certainly
up to the challenge of a concours compe-
tition duel! You never can tell, vester-
day’s doghouse can very wel
year's luxury suite! =
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