
Year: 1936   Make: Auburn   Model: Boattail Speedster Recreation   VIN: AZ-357232
HISTORY & PROVENANCE: Research through repair receipts and records, letters and interviews clearly establish the history and provenance of this extraordinary 1936 Auburn 852 Boattail Speedster recreation. The automobile started as a Glenn Pray Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Company Second Generation “Original Bodied Speedster.” Glenn Pray Speedsters are referred to as “Second Generation” Speedsters and recognized as such by the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Club, due to the fact that Glenn Pray purchased the original Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg company and built high-quality replicas of the Auburn Speedster. This Speedster is one of approximately a dozen “Original Bodied”� Speedsters built from 1967-68 by Glenn Pray. 
The “Original Bodied” Speedsters utilized fiberglass panels pulled from an original Auburn Speedster. They differ from later production Glenn Pray Speedsters which, while of high quality, were modified in various ways and resulted in replicas that were not completely accurate. From 1984-1989, a five-year “spare no expense” restoration and modification was undertaken by The Classic Factory of Pomona, California, also an expert builder of Auburn Speedster replicas. This resulted in a Speedster that is completely accurate to the original in appearance and function. 
The dedication of the owner and the attention to detail during this restoration and modification was extraordinary. To make the external Super-Charged pipes function as original, custom headers were manufactured to route the exhaust from the passenger side of the Ford 428 cu. in. V-8 to join the driver’s side headers. A cutout valve in the cockpit allows the driver to route the exhaust directly through the Super-Charged pipes, out the rear exhaust, or both. The use of dozens of original Auburn parts and components, which are no longer available, make this Speedster one-of-a-kind.

After the restoration was completed the car was driven very little. A letter written by the owner in October, 1994 established the odometer reading at 21,915. When the automobile was purchased by the current owner in March 2013, the odometer reading was 22,399 indicating that it had been driven only 484 miles in 19 years and had spent most of this time in storage. The Speedster was purchased in December, 2012 from the owner’s California estate by associates of the late renowned collector Leo “Mr. Duesenberg” Gephart. It was subsequently purchased in March, 2013 by the current owner. 
FUNCTIONS AS ORIGINAL: In addition to the fully functional external chrome Super-Charged pipes, this Speedster starts and drives like the original. The original Auburn steel hood functions as original with original chrome latches and trim. The original Auburn Steering Wheel and chrome steering column connects to Ford power steering. The original steering column-mounted Auburn ignition switch and steering lock switches on the electrical system as original. The original Auburn clutch pedal starts the automobile when depressed, just as the original Startex system did. The original Auburn chrome shifter column and knob connects to a Ford C4 automatic transmission. Original Auburn chrome vacuum-powered windshield wipers function as original. Original Auburn gauges - Oil Pressure, Gas, Tachometer, Speedometer, and Clock are upgraded from 6 to 12 volts.  
BODY, CHASSIS & POWERTRAIN: 
• Original Auburn steel 
• Fiberglass body panels molded from an original Speedster.

• Custom modified 1967 Ford Galaxie convertible chassis and suspension, with correct wheelbase as original.

• Ford 428 cu. in. V-8 - 350 hp.

• Holley 2-barrel carburetor.

• Ford C4 three-speed automatic transmission.

• Ford power steering.

• Ford power brakes - disc front-drum rear. 
ORIGINAL AUBURN ACCESSORIES & COMPONENTS:

• Original Auburn Speedster steel hood, chrome hardware and trim- operates and latches as original.

• Accurate, functional Super-Charged exhaust pipes as original. Research shows this to be the only Auburn Speedster Recreation or replica in existence with functional Super-Charged exhaust pipes as original.

• Stabalite chrome headlights with chrome trim - upgraded from 6 to 12.volts.

• Chrome front grille with chrome chevrons and 852 emblem.

• Chrome front and rear bumpers and bumper guards, original bumper frames and mounts.

• “Flying Lady” and Auburn chrome hood and side ornaments.

• Original chrome tail lights with Auburn lettering etched in lenses - upgraded from 6 to 12 volt.

• Original dual trumpet horns under hood - upgraded from 6 to 12 volt and LOUD. Activated by chrome toggle switch under the dash.
• Original steering wheel with chrome High-Low Dual Ratio lever - connects to Ford power steering system.

• Original chrome steering column with locking ignition switch - functions as original.

• Original Art Deco dashboard panels.

• All original Auburn gauges and knobs. Oil, Gas, Amp, Temperature gauge cluster - Oil & Gas gauges functional. Tachometer - functional. Speedometer & Odometer - functional. 
• Light Knob, Gas Knob, Choke Knob, Trippe Chrome Driving Lights Switch - all functional.

• Original Auburn-Crosley radio with under-chassis mounted antenna - extremely rare. 
• Clock (mechanical-electrical) rare - functional, with on-off switch to save mechanism. Under dash.
• Ab Jenkins 100+ MPH Plaque.

• Original chrome vacuum powered windshield wiper motors.

• Original clutch, brake and gas pedals - clutch pedal operates starter like original Startex system.

• Original chrome shift lever and knob-operates Ford C4 three-speed automatic transmission.

• Original Auburn chrome heater - extremely rare - functional. “Pet cock” valves in engine compartment allow coolant to be turned off, preserving heater in a dry state. Fan activated by switch under the dash.
• Original chrome exterior and interior door handles, hinges, latches, kick plates and side curtain mounts. Chrome side step plates. Chrome rear fender stone guards.

• Original hood fresh air vents with interior levers under dash- functional. 
PERIOD CORRECT ACCESSORIES & COMPONENTS:

• Dual chrome Trippe driving lights - upgraded to 12 volts. Activated by chrome toggle switch on the dash.
• Chrome 1930s era Federal Police siren - upgraded to 12 volts.

• Dual Unity Sportlite chrome spotlights, operated from cockpit-12 volt.

• Beveled glass wind wings with rear view mirrors.

• Convertible Top - original chrome thumbscrew windshield mounting system, gloss finished wood bows & chrome trimmed glass rear window - Top matches interior.

• Chrome wire wheels with original Auburn “Super 8” hub caps and Remington bias-ply tires.

ADDITIONAL ACCESSORIES & COMPONENTS:

• Tonneau cover - matches convertible top and interior.

• Custom Plexiglas side curtains, mount to original chrome fittings on door. Stows in custom padded protective storage cases.

• Modern electrical Oil, Water and Volts Gauges offer redundant back-up to original Auburn gauges. Gauge cluster hinges up under dash to disappear� during car shows and concours. 
EXTERIOR, INTERIOR & CONDITION:

• Exterior - rich Cream with Brown pinstriping, matching convertible top and interior.

• Interior- rich brown leather seat patterned after original, folds forward for access to rear.

• Matching leather door panels with “Flying Lady” embossing on storage flaps as original

• Matching deep pile carpeting.

• Seat belts match interior upholstery.

• Convertible top matches interior, chrome framed glass rear window. Excellent condition.
This is NOT a “replica,” this is a rare and stunning, completely accurate Recreation that looks and functions as the original.
There are many Auburn Boattail Speedster “replicas” out there. Most are easy to spot due to various inaccuracies in body dimension, wheel base, exhaust piping and the use of modern accessories, components and trim. Even the Glenn Pray Speedsters, while of high build quality, are not accurate to the original.

This Speedster is loaded with virtually every original Auburn accessory and component available, many that even original Auburns don’t have. Most of these were rare when applied and are no longer available, making this Speedster impossible to duplicate. The combination of accuracy to the original and the low mileage since the “spare no expense” restoration and modification make this a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own a one-of-a-kind Auburn Boattail Speedster.

Driving this Speedster is more than the look of it, it’s the “feel” of it. You grasp the large diameter original Auburn steering wheel, reach down to the original Auburn Steering Lock-Ignition Switch. Insert the key and turn it to unlock the steering, then flip down the chrome lever to activate the electricals. Depress the original Auburn Clutch Pedal and the engine roars to life just as it did with the original “Startex” system in 1936. Open the Exhaust Valve and the rumble of the 428 V8 deepens through the functional external Super-Charger exhaust pipes. Give the horn button a tap and the twin trumpets blare, or reach under the dash and flip the chrome switch to set off the 1930’s era Federal Police Siren. Driving at night is a pleasure in the bright glow of the upgraded 12 volt head lights and Trippe Driving Lights.  

Original Auburn Speedsters are rare, continue to appreciate in value, and currently range from $800,000 to $1,000,000 at auction. For a fraction of this cost you can have a Speedster that is real in appearance and functions as original, with the enjoyment and ease of maintenance of driving a modern vehicle. 

